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Synopsis

The plays of Shakespeare, the Authorized version of the Bible and the Book of Common Prayer, all
produced in the late 16th/early 17th centuries, are the three dounding texts of the English nation and
its language. Not only do they share a beauty and a power of style which have never been equalled:
their influence on Anglophone culture remains profound. Originally produced by Archbishop
Cranmer and his allies to bolster the Tudor secession from Catholicism, the Pray Book rapidly took
on a life of its own. Until the present century, most Anglicans knew long stretches of the text by
heart. It invaded the style of 17th-century p oets and even 19th century novelists like George Elliot.
It still colours our language and our way of feeling today, though we hardly know it. In recent years
the Prayer Book has been under attack by modernizers and radicals within the church itself. On the
450th anniversary of its first appearance, the time has come to proclaim the value of this work once

more and to recognize it for what it is: a liturgical and literary masterpiece.
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Customer Reviews

| would give a zero to this book if | could. | ha a smudge (same day | received the book) went to
GENTLY remove it and suddenly ha a hole the size of a quarter in the middle of morning prayer. My
wife us an academic librarian and we both agree that this us inexcusable in a book from a major
publisher. Buy something else. Search Bookfinder.com to find a copy from another era when

publishers cared about their paper and print. This isn’t about the money, it us about the quality.



It's great to have a print copy of this classic BCP which has set the standard for all subsequent
offerings, save that of the not so Common Worship of the C. Of E. It is a no frills version, but the
paper quality and type set are fine and make a great addition to anyone’s theological and practical

library. Really a must have.

One of the foundation stones of modern English, the others being the King James Bible, and the

works of Shakespeare. A real work of linguistic art.

| really enjoy this copy of the 1662. The hardbound in this size is very nice to read and to hold in the

hand.

The book is great!

Excellent print and extended content

The print is entirely too small, and the book needs to be seriously abridged for people like me who
aren’t particularly interested in every small event. Thomas Cranmer was an Anglican bishop, and he
greatly influenced many religions with his written services and prayers. But | wasn’t in to trying to

squint my eyes through the book, so it sits here ready to give to someone who will.

Perfect and on time!
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